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L ESS than a year after the 
assassination of President 
John Kennedy, there were 
disagreements over whether the 
same bullet struck Kennedy and 
Texas Governor John Connally. 
Among the dissenters: President 
Lyndon Johnson. 

In the latest tapes released 
by the US government, there is 
a call from Senator Richard 
Russell to Mr Johnson on Sep- - 
tember 18, 1964. 

The senator notes that some ’ 
people believed “the same bul- 
let that hit Kennedy first is the 
one that hit Connally". 

( ^Responding to Mr Johnson’s 
musing, Mr Russell says, “well, 
lt l don’t make much difference*. 
He then adds: “Well, I don’t be- 
lieve it." ~ 

“I don’t either," Mr Johnson 
responds. 

Through the years, arguments 
have turned on whether the 
same bullet could have passed 
through Kennedy, then wounded 
Connally. The two were struck 
almost simultaneously. 

If the same bullet could not „ 
have wounded both men, there - , 
had to have. been a second • - 

gunman. '* * ' ,1 ‘* 
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next, and what was going on r in •- cendancy to the presidency. "I 
Washington, and when Would^ the; think they are going to write 

a vMnniu w moNcnw - % missiles be coming. And* I history as they want it written, 

yinuuin JUHNSUN iwai r thooght that it was a conspiracy and as they can buy It written," 
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ri V li ; I mam was a conspiracy ana as mey can nuy it written, 

infuriated at his portrayal an( j j ra fcged that question, and 5, he said of Manchester and other 
as a Texas hick in a bur- near i y everybody that was with authors he felt were biased 
^n! 0r Tocr M me raised that," Johnson said ’’ >r against him and in favour of the 

.ra^sSv'T's v* K Tf,',r'i y iK ^ 

'•-iust released reveal >vTuT“, vlew toward his , swearing-in, And I think the best way we 
> inhnQnn wnc narfiminriu Johnson said: “I don't think Bob- can write it is to try to refrain , 

IturbiHy suggestions thalfttie b * .*“* ' 

.'slain president’s brother and At- :• fjf 1 , 0 ": 1 ttankrBobby agreed;- ®t light or a knockdown, and 

^torney-General Robert “Bobby"- ^ would be all right to be and do our Job every day 

a., i i 4. j 4- -iL- sworn in and he rRid he wanted., as best we can. Johnson said. 
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week or last month," Johnson - * didn’t happen. I think it’s a point-by-point, concluding he 
< ; said ’ in a December 26, * 1967, ' goddamned lie, ; Now- that’s my had been “disarmed" by the 
conversation with his press sec- • best judgment, wldchyl bet my many news leaks, 
retary Bill Moyers, according to. life -on, "‘T Johnson said of the - Instead, he instructed Moyers 
, the transcripts. * Manchester , account of the tur- to issue a simple denial of the 

| y* “What raced through my mind bulent * dayv foUpwing the No- account and state they had 
v was that. If they had shot our vember :'22j^'196S^ >; assassination come . from “so-called friends 

president, who would they shoot of Kennedy, and of Johnson’s as- and alleged intimates". 
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